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Submission regarding Application FS006859 !
a chara, !
I note the application for a site investigation licence by Inis Ealga Marine Energy Park 
(IEMEP) Ltd. and I welcome the opportunity to make a submission as part of the 
public consultation process.  !
Notwithstanding the need for Ireland to explore alternative and sustainable forms of 
energy generation including offshore wind energy generation, there are a number of 
areas of concern that warrant serious consideration.  !
1. Impact on Sea Fisheries 
There are concerns that if this licence is granted several of the activities listed in the 
Survey Schedule document supplied by IEMEP Ltd. as part of its application could 
have a detrimental impact on sea fisheries in the survey areas. There are a number 
of fishing harbours that stand to be impacted should a licence be granted including  
Heilbhic, Baile na nGall and Ardmore. Commercial sea fisheries and shellfish farming 
are important locally from a socio-economic point of view. Sea-angling is also an 
important source of economic activity. The deployment of survey vessels in waters 
adjacent to Dungarvan Bay may interfere with the ability of locally-based fishing 
vessels to navigate to and from their fishing grounds.  !
There is a lack of detail and clarity with regard to survey locations for actions as part 
of both the Geophysical and Geotechnical Surveys. Granting a licence without having 
regard to full information gives undue freedom to the applicant to disrupt access 
within waters adjacent to Dungarvan Bay and may interfere with locally-based fishing 
vessels. Concerns have been expressed regarding the potential negative impacts of 
the deployment of 80 grab stations, 200 cone penetration testing and 200 vibrocore 
samplings on the sea bed and on marine life.  !
2. Impact onVisual Amenity 
There is a general concern relating to the visual impact of wind turbines at sea. The 
issue arises when offshore wind turbines are located at an insufficient distance from 
shore. The applicant seeks a licence for an area ranging from immediately adjacent 
the coast to a little over 20 km from the coast at the farthest point. This suggests the 



applicant’s plan is to build a wind farm within 20 - 25km of the coast. This is not in line 
with international best practice, or standard practice in other EU member states 
where wind farms are located up to 100km from land.  
The installation of wind turbines in close proximity to the coast will have a detrimental 
impact on visual amenity along this spectacular area of diverse and striking 
landscapes and seascapes. !
3. Impact on Tourism 
Tourism in West Waterford is predicated upon our unspoiled environment and 
stunning scenery. Much of the focus of tourism in West Waterford is coastal, with 
emphasis on coastal walks, seaside activities, open sea swimming, scuba diving, 
kayaking, sea angling, whale and dolphin watching,  and sailing. Stradbally, Clonea, 
Dungarvan, Gaeltacht na nDéise, and Ardmore are important focal points for tourism 
in West Waterford.  !
One of the major draws for tourists to Dungarvan is the Waterford Greenway, which 
benefited from significant state investment. The Greenway traverses the Clonea/
Ballinacourty area to the East of Dungarvan, before terminating in the coastal town. 
This stretch of coastline, which will be directly impacted should the license be granted 
hosts the only coastal stretch of the Greenway and its most stunning views of the 
West Waterford coastline.  !
Development within the areas outlined in the license application will undoubtedly 
have an impact on the scenery which attracts tourists to the area. Survey activity as 
outlined in the applicant’s scheme of works, including the placing of buoys etc., may 
also have an impact on visual amenity. Development and survey activity would also 
impact on the pursuit of the important leisure and sporting activities outlined above 
that are important for local people and tourists alike.  !
4. Impact on the Gaeltacht 
The area outlined in the licence application runs adjacent to Gaeltacht na nDéise, 
which is an area of cultural and linguistic importance. The local economy relies 
heavily on tourism, sea fisheries and shell fish farming. The maintenance and 
development of Gaeltacht communities is a public good and a consistent feature of 
national policy. The survival and growth of the West Waterford Gaeltacht is sensitive 
to economic factors and the potential negative impact of an offshore development 
could hurt investment and job creation, and result in a disproportionate economic 
impact for this community.  !
5. Impact on the Environment and Marine Life 
The south coast of Ireland is a well known and well travelled migratory route for 
marine mammals including several species of whale. The area is an important area 
for researching and tracking marine mammals and for amateur whale and dolphin 
watching. There are ecologically important colonies of birds present on this stretch of 
coastline and the bays, inlets and estuaries along the West Waterford coast are 
important habitats for a host of sedentary and migratory birds. Indeed the stretch of 
coastline in Waterford that is impacted by this application contains two Special Areas 
of Conservation and three Special Protection Areas.



!
6. Impact on Infrastructure 
There is limited infrastructure locally to accommodate vessels and ongoing issues 
with a build up of silt and sand at Cé Heilbhic, which limits access for local fishing 
boats and visiting pleasure craft alike.  !
The addition of survey vessels would add pressure to already limited infrastructure 
and potentially displace fishing vessels, locally-owned pleasure craft, and visiting 
vessels. !
I trust you will give the foregoing due consideration in your deliberations in this matter.  ! !

Le dea-mhéin, !!!!
   _________________________ !
   Cllr Conor D. McGuinness


